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Clubhouse Hours for April 2010 
 

Upper Clubhouse (Starting April 6th): 
Lunch  11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Tues-Fri 

Dinner   5:30 - 9:00 p.m. Tues-Fri 
Brunch   10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Sun 

 
  Mulligan’s (Now open): 

Thursday - Sunday 
Open 11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m./close 

   Bar Open & Limited Menu Available 
**Weather Permitting** 
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Please give a warm welcome to  

the Club’s newest members! 
 

Jan & Katherine Ver Hagen 
William & Kay Leonard 
Steve & Corina Turriff 

Dr. Jeff & Susan Rodzak 
Dr. Charles & Heather Nolte 

Dr. Tim & Dayce Mc Andrews 
Drs. John & Renata Anderson 

Drs. Dan Ecklund & Leah Dietrich 
Kyle & Jodie Visker 

 
Welcome Back: 

Dr. Mario & Fe Abellera 
Dr. Matt & Maria Runde 

Dr. Chris & Jane Kerbaugh 
Ruth Davy 

Robert & Christine Johnson 
Richard & Judy Eystad 

 
 



 

Spring 2010 Golf News 
 
Happy spring!  The golf course officially opened for the season on Wednesday, March 24th at 10:00 a.m.   
Mr. Henry Funk, Jr., in keeping with tradition, fired the first shot from the #1 tee and got the season underway.   
Applause from the gallery sent Henry on his way on an enjoyable first trip around the course. 
Several items of note and a couple of reminders are listed below.  Please contact the Golf Shop if you have 
questions or more information on any golf-related topic or concern. 
 
· The Golf Shop is slightly behind in receiving our inventory for spring because of delays in production at  
      several manufacturing facilities.  We hope to be fully stocked by early April.  New lines for 2010 include  
      Fairway & Greene, Antigua and Pima Direct.  Returning for another tour of duty are the always popular                     

names such as Titleist, Adidas, Jamie Sadock, Foot-Joy, Byron Nelson, Under Armor, EP Pro, Tail, and 
Zero Restriction.  We hope to see all our members in the Golf Shop soon. 

 
· The LCC Golf Shop is a business enterprise that is owned by our LCC members.  Stated differently, the 

Golf Shop is YOUR Golf Shop.  The level of success (or lack of success) is determined by the  
      determination our LCC members demonstrate through their consistent support of the Golf Shop enterprise.  

Indeed, no one specific individual can carry this responsibility alone.  This is a group effort.  Everybody 
needs to do their part.  The reason I issue this reminder is because we’ve seen our members i.e. owners, 
bringing packages into the clubhouse with merchandise that they have (for whatever reason) decided to  
purchase elsewhere.  Buying lower priced, lower quality merchandise from a retail outlet only reduces the 
opportunity for success in YOUR Golf Shop.  Truthfully, we (Golf Shop staff) can only do so much in an 
attempt to allow the Golf Shop to be successful.  We can stock a variety of merchandise at a variety of price 
levels.  We can provide technical data and make recommendations for products that will work best for you.  
We can order what we don’t have in inventory.  There is only, however, so much inventory that the Golf 
Shop can hold without becoming cluttered.  Our goal is to carry the best inventory for the broadest range of 
our member’s needs and tastes.  This is no small task given today’s economic factors and reduced         
availability.  It’s both puzzling and frustrating to see our members i.e. owners, actually carrying products 
onto the property that they’ve purchased elsewhere.  As does everybody in business these days, the Golf 
Shop staff works hard to increase revenues and produce a better “bottom line”.  Please set a good example 
and take pride in your wonderful Country Club and the Golf Shop by doing business here as often as      
possible.  Remember, your business needs your support. 

 
· REMINDER:  Titleist is offering no-charge imprinting and logo application on Pro-V1 and V1x through the 

month of April.  Many people have taken advantage of this wonderful opportunity so far.  This is a great 
way to both support the Golf Shop and get their name/corporate name or logo on their golf balls.  There has 
never been a better time to get some free advertising while you’re playing the undisputed #1 ball in golf, 
Titleist. 

      Contact Jim in the Golf Shop for additional information before it’s too late! 
 
· Playing lessons and on-course instruction are the best ways possible to validate swing improvement        

programs.  Time on the practice tee is an important and beneficial way to develop correct fundamentals but 
actually seeing those results on the golf course is critical.  Believe me, there is such a thing as hitting too 
many balls on the practice tee.  It’s easy to become entrenched in hitting ball after ball on the practice tee 
because there really are no consequences for an errant shot.  At that point you’re only exhausting yourself 
and achieving nothing along the way.  Instead, use shorter and more frequent practice sessions with specific 
goals in mind will help you improve your swing fundamentals.  Each shot should have a purpose.  Hit to a 
target; aim for one side of the target green or another, try to hit your tee shots between the row of flags, etc.  
Following that type of practice, take your game onto the golf course.  Use the same key thoughts on the 
course as you did in practice.  Your practice time and your on-course time should be consistent in execu-
tion.  Don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with on-course strategy, too.  The Professional Staff is here to help 
you make the most of your golf game. 



FROM THE PRESIDENT:  
 

I suspect by the time you read this message, the golf course will either be open or within a few days of opening 
for the year. As I write this, the sun is shining and it is 63 degrees on March 17th. Considering the amount of 
spring yard work that I have to do every year, an early opening may not be the best news for my neighbor’s 
view, but let’s face it…life does have priorities. 
 

Last night’s Board meeting was exciting in many ways. We have started out the year doing even better than last 
year financially. We are also seeing strong early interest in memberships from many new families, including 
those who experienced our Club with last year’s three week trial program. 
 

Jack is finishing the overhaul of our golf carts and they have all new batteries. The course has come through the 
winter well and will open as soon as the ice is off the lakes and the frost is out of the ground. Herb has plans for 
using our new projector and sound system for movies by the pool and Darcy is putting final touches on the 
menus in Mulligan’s and the main dining room. 
 

Probably the most exciting news is the changes planned for our tennis courts. The Club is committed to  
maintaining our courts to high standards and has done regular resurfacing over the years.  This year there has 
been strong support among our tennis members for converting several of our current hard asphalt courts to a 
more forgiving surface such as clay mat.  Modern composite clay matt courts provide a fast drying surface, easy 
repair and less impact on joints.  However,  they are expensive to install. We allocated money in this year’s 
budget for the normal resurfacing several courts but challenged the Pool and Tennis Committee to come up  
additional money if they wanted to convert some courts to clay mat. Through the efforts of Sara Kessler and 
Martha Oswalt and some very generous members, we have raised almost enough money to add to the budgeted 
amount so that we can convert two courts to clay mat and also proceed with resurfacing the championship 
court. The Board has approved the court conversion pending final bids and subject to the success of raising the 
remaining funds. Please see the letter in this issue of the Niblick regarding the fund raising effort.  If you or 
members of your family play tennis, I hope that you will help us out with a donation. 
 

 Don’t forget our Annual Meeting on May 10, 2010. We want to hear your ideas and concerns and we want to 
tell you more of our plans for 2010 at La Crosse Country Club. 
 
Chris Born 

Women’s Golf Association News 
Martha Oswalt and Barb Leinfelder, co-presidents 

 
Ladies are you ready to start teeing it up!  The executive committee has enjoyed planning the upcoming WGA  
season.  We have added some new game formats for this season, along with keeping some of the old favorites.  
The organizational meeting will be held on Saturday, April 24, at 9:00.  This will be a great way to start the 2010 
season.  Come and pick up your membership booklet, pay your WGA dues, and join your friends to learn about 
the upcoming golf season. On April 27 at 9:00AM , Jim Kjellenberg will lead a rules clinic.  Ladies, plan on  
golfing following the clinic. 
 
Dates for your calendar: 
 April 24--WGA organizational meeting at 9:00AM 
 April 27--Rules clinic with Jim Kjellenberg at 9:00AM 
 May 4--2010 season begins  
 June 11--Helen Hulick Memorial Tournament 
 August 3 & 4--Club Championship 
 October 5--Dorothy Fregin Past Presidents’ Tournament 
 
THINK SPRING! 



La Crosse Country Club is experiencing an earlier than normal golfing season for the second year in a row.   
How does 2010 compare to previous seasons? 

 
 

Thank You to all the golfers who have been using the new broken tee baskets on the par 3 tees.  The picture be-
low shows how much “broken wood” was placed in the white basket on hole number five in the just the first four 
days the golf course was open. 
 

 
 

In last month’s Niblick it was mentioned that Elmwood is planning on doing some renovation to the dam on #7 
pond.  It was also mentioned that there was a possibility of LCC dredging the #6/7 pond at the same time.  The 
Wisconsin DNR has given their approval to dredge the pond.  The pond dredging will probably take place around 
the first half of May.  With the nicer than normal weather this spring the time table may be able to be moved up.  
Any further enlargement of the #7 ladies tee will be delayed until the pond is dredged because the long reach 
backhoe will need to go over the ladies tee in order to dredge the pond. 
 
 

  2010 2009 NORMAL 

last Snow  Melts March 14th February 10th April 7th 

Ice Melts on 
Pond #10/18 March 19th March 23rd April 1st 

Course Opens March 23rd April 2nd April 7th 

Prac. Range 
Opens April 1st April 9th April 20th 

Club Car Golf 
Carts Available April 1st April 9th April 20th 

Course "Really" 
Greens Up       

(start mowing rough) 
? 

April 25th                                  
(temp 85 de-

grees) 
April 18th 

1st Time Mow 
Greens March 23rd April 14th April 7st 

Avg Temp for 
February 2- 6+ na 

Avg Temp for 
March ? 6+ na 

Avg Temp for 
April ? 3- na 

Golf Course 
Closes for Sea-

son 
? December 1st November  

20th 

Jack’s Facts 
By: Jack Tripp, Golf Course Superintendent 



From the Kitchen      By:  Chef Darcy Sonsalla 
 

Hello there from the back of the house. We have seen the wonderful month of March pass us by and hopefully on 
to better things in the month of April.  The course did well over the winter and has provided some good first rounds 
of the season.   
 

Easter draws near so if you haven’t made your reservations for the Easter Brunch please do so right away since we 
are almost completely full for this event.   
 

We will be rolling out our new menus for the season starting on the 6th.  We have added some of last year’s  
favorites as well as some old favorites.  The monthly features menu will begin in May and run through November.  
  

Thank you to all of those who made it to our last wine dinner.  It surely was a success. Look for the next one in  
mid summer.   
 

A special thanks goes out to all those who attended our seafood buffet.  We have decided to add a seafood pasta 
night on Tuesdays.  Many of you have asked about pasta so we thought that we could infuse the two ideas and 
bring back pasta bar with seafood.   
 

Every year we do a deep spring clean in the kitchen tearing down all equipment and spray washing walls and 
floors.  This year we got that done early, and look forward to the up coming season.  One thing I have noticed is 
that since last December, I have not gotten back some of my kitchen supplies from those who ordered appetizers 
for the holidays.  Look for metal pizza pans as well a large square mirrored tray with raised edges.  Granted these 
things aren’t expensive, but I sure would appreciate those things finding there way home. If you are going to be 

doing some spring cleaning keep an eye for crème Brule dishes as well as anything you 
think belongs to the club.   
 

April has some open Saturdays so if you are thinking about booking that special event, let 
Jessica know and we can take care of the details.   
 

We have been hiring new staff and have had trainings and tests.  We are all working hard 
to get the season started right, and weather permitting, busy.   
 

We look forward to seeing you in the near future.  As always Happy Eating! 
 

   Junior Sports  
Sign-up Night 

  Wednesday, May 12, 2010 
 6:30 p.m. in the Lounge 

 

              Junior Golf with  
          Pro Jim Kjellenberg 

 

Tennis lessons with Ian Griffin 
 

Swim Team and lessons with  
Hailey Hyland, Pool Supervisor 

  
Have an ice cream cone and smile 

with summer coming soon!!! 

 

You are the Club’s best source of advertising!  Because of the 
success from last year’s 3 Week Trial, the program will be  
offered again in 2010.  The details are as follows: 
 
· Guest chooses the 3 consecutive weeks of their choice 
· Golf:  $35/person per round 
· Pool:  $5/person per day 
· Tennis:  $5/person per day 
 
Guests interested in the 3 Week Trial should contact Cathy in the 
office for sign up details 608-781-5837. 



 Review of Full Swing Fundamentals     By Joe DeRosa 
 
It’s that time of the year again, the weather has been improving rapidly 
and it’s time to start thinking golf.  Over the course of the last three or 
four months it’s very easy to forget about the importance of simple,  
basic fundamental elements of golf.  Here are five key areas to focus on 
as you begin to put your game together for the season. 
 

The correct grip position and posture are key pre-swing fundamentals.  
The grip is our only connection to the club and while there are several 
different methods that can be successful, early in the season it can be 
difficult and uncomfortable to grip the club properly.  Start by  
learning about the different grips and which one would be best for you 
and practice gripping the club over and over until it feels comfortable.  
When we finally get to the point where we are hitting shots you will be 
one step ahead. 
 

Posture is how you set up to the golf ball.  A solid set up is key for  
producing consistent solid contact.  Nothing good can come from poor 
posture.  Good posture protects the back and puts the body in the right 
position to make a good swing.  Get yourself in front of a mirror and 
work on things like; stance width, knee flex, spine angle, and hip  
flexion.  These are all key elements to good posture and set up.  Any one 
of these are easy to stray away from when you haven’t played for a 
while and can lead to a frustrating spring. 
 

The next two fundamentals involve swinging and/or hitting golf shots.  
Once we have worked on the first two we can move into to the pivot and 
alignment aspects of the swing.  The pivot is how the body actually 
moves throughout the swing.  It involves rotation (turn) and weight 
shifting back and through during the swing.  There are several drills for 
this that we can show you.  These drills will focus on getting you to turn 
behind the ball on your backswing and back thru the ball to a good  
finish position on your follow thru. 
 

Alignment is the next fundamental that is critical to producing good  
results. It is most beneficial to work on this while actually hitting shots.  
Alignment is how you pick and set up to the target.  It is important in 
achieving good golf shots because with poor alignment even a great 
swing can be disastrous.  Proper alignment allows the body to produce a 
good shot without manipulations, particularly with putting.  An extra 
pair of eyes can be helpful in achieving correct, consistent alignment. 
 

The last fundamental is the mental aspect of golf.  Confidence is proba-
bly lacking in most golfers at this point in the season.  True confidence 
comes from knowledge and experience.  Think of something you do 
very well.  You have confidence in your ability because you know what 
you are doing and you have experience doing it.  The same goes for 
golf.  Get the knowledge of what you want to do with your swing.  Prac-
tice will give you the experience.  It’s not a matter of long, tedious prac-
tice sessions.  Practicing the correct basic fundamentals on a regular ba-
sis will help you achieve your goals.  Quality practice will give you the 
much needed confidence for facing the challenges you’ll encounter on 
the golf course. 
 

Please consult your PGA Professionals for further information. 

 
Speed Cart Storage List  
 
Anyone interested in Speed 
Cart storage should notify the 
Golf Shop so your name can 
be added to the list.  We will 
draw names for the available 
spots on May 2nd. 
 
Contact the Golf 
Shop 781 5562 to 
have your name 
added to the list. 
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Dear La Crosse Country Club Members, 
 

Our Club is constantly looking for ways to improve our facilities and member experience. You hear lots of praise 
about our golf course but those of you who do not play tennis may not realize that we also have one of the best tennis 
facilities in the area. Like every tennis facility, every few years we have to resurface our courts because of the damage 
caused by frost and ground shifts. This year, the Board allocated budget money to resurface three of our courts. But, 
the Pool and Tennis Committee wants to do even more! 
 

Many of our tennis members play during the winter in Florida and Arizona. They come back singing the praises of the 
new clay mat courts. The clay mat courts can be played within minutes after a rain and are very easy on the joints as 
your shoe actually slides slightly during play. Ian, our tennis pro, has also pushed to have this type of surface  
available. 
 

Because of our tight budget and our commitment to avoid assessments, the Board challenged the Pool and Tennis 
Committee to raise the additional funds needed to change the surface of some of our courts rather than just resurfac-
ing them as planned. 
 

Over the winter, there has been a quiet fund raising effort behind the scenes and we are happy to report that we are 
near our goal.  We currently have almost enough funds to upgrade two of our courts to a clay mat surface called Sport 
Clay. 
 

The Board has approved the plan, and we intend to convert two of our courts to Sport Clay early this spring.  How-
ever, the Board approval is dependent on raising the rest of the funds for the project. 
 

We encourage any of our members who play tennis to contribute to the effort.   Just a $50 or $100 contribution from 
each of you will be enough to send us over the top (we would also accept money from our golfers!) 
 

Please consider helping out the Club and helping make your tennis season more enjoyable.  If you have questions 
about this effort please call Martha Oswalt at 781-2510 or Sara Kessler at 783-1559. They are happy to answer any 
questions about the new courts or about the fund drive. 
 

If you would like to help out, you can send your check to Cathy Novy at La Crosse Country Club, 300 Marcou Road, 
Onalaska, WI 54650. You can also call her 781-5837 and she can add your donation onto your Club bill. 
 

Thanks for your help! 
The La Crosse Country Club Board of Directors 

 

Bar News by Steve Phelps, Bar Manager  
This upcoming season here at the La Crosse Country Club we will resume offering a  
different featured wine and beer each month.   The monthly featured beer will be 
brewed and bottled at one of the fine breweries here in the state of Wisconsin.  Each 
bottled beer selection will possess a flavor or characteristic that complements the time 
of year or perhaps a theme of that month.  The wine feature selection will be a smaller 
production wine that is usually not offered as a wine by the glass.  April’s featured beer 
of the month is Blonde Dopplebock, crafted by the Capital Brewing Company of  
Middleton, Wisconsin.  The Blonde Doppelbock is heavy, German-style malt, with a 
touch of sweetness and a golden color.  This month’s featured wine will be the 2005  
Arrowood Cabernet from Sonoma, California.  The Arrowood is a Bordeaux-style red 
wine that is aged for two years in French and American oak.  Considering the grapes 
used in this wine were picked over four years ago, it is a wine that reacts very well to 
cellaring and is now at the early peak of its superb taste.  The Arrowood Cabernet will 
be offered for glass and bottle purchase in both the upper clubhouse and also available 
in Mulligan’s.  Any thoughts or questions about either one of these excellent products, 
or recommendations for future beer or wines of the month, please do not hesitate to 
seek me out here at the club. 
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Sunday, May 9th, 2010 
 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 

Menu and details to follow 
 

Call to make reservations 781-5837 
This event fills quickly! 


